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FAUSTUS. How am I glutted with conceit of this!

Shall I make spirits fetch me what I please.

Resolve me of all ambiguities.

Perform what desperate enterprise I will?

I'll have them fly to India for gold,                                    So

Ransack the ocean for orient pearl.,

And search all corners of the new-found world

For pleasant fruits and princely delicates;

I'll have them read me strange philosophy,

And tell the secrets of all foreign kings;

I'll have them wall all Germany with brass.,

And make swift Rhine circle fair Wertenberg;

I'll have them fill the public schools with silk.,

Wherewith the students shall be bravely clad;

I'll levy soldiers with the coin they bring,                           90

And chase the Prince of Parma from our land.

And reign sole king of all the provinces;

Yea, stranger engines for the brunt of war,

Than was the fiery keel at Antwerp's bridge,

I'll make my servile spirits to invent.

[Instructed by VALDES and CORNELIUS, FAUSTUS learns how
to call upon the spirits of darkness. Through the agency of
MEPHISTOPHILIS, he enters into a contract with LUCIFER,
who promises., in return for FAUSTUS' soul, to grant him
everything that he desires during a period of twenty-four years,

-----FAUSTUS5 use of his power is for the most part trivial., in

contrast with the magnificent suggestions of his first imagin-
ings. The twenty-four years draw to their close with but little
accomplished.

SCENE II

FAUSTUS and MEPHISTOPHILIS

Enter an OLD MAN

OLD MAN. Ah, Doctor Faustus, that I might prevail
To guide thy steps unto the way of life,
By which sweet path thou mayst attain the goal